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So, you’ve decided you want to try a cruise. You might know exactly where you want to go and what kind of ship you want to sail on, or you might have no idea where to begin. 
1. How long do you want to go for and where from?
For your first ever cruise, you might not want to risk spending 14 days at sea. Luckily plenty of cruise lines now offer two to five-night itineraries. The advantages of sailing from the UK is that you do not have the baggage restrictions that you have with flying and also there is no hanging around at the airport waiting to depart.
2. What kind of atmosphere would suit you?
Some cruises still have the formal dress codes which are strictly adhered to, so if guests don’t want to do the whole black-tie/cocktail dress thing then steer away from that. Many others have a ‘Captain’s Night’, which is still smart but not as formal or strict, so you can enjoy getting dressed up but don’t have to worry too much.” Others are now opting for a more “chic” dress code which is more casual.
3. What about where you sleep?
Of course, it would be nice to have a luxurious 3-room suite with fabulous views, but sometimes budgets don’t quite stretch to that. Think about how much time you’ll be spending in your cabin, and whether you will find it good value for money. “If you are looking simply for the best deal, then this is always an inside cabin. I have many clients who are happy with this as they don’t spend any time in their cabin and would rather spend their money elsewhere.
4. And what you like to eat?
Food is a massive part of cruising, and hearsay would have you believe you can put on half a stone in a week’s cruise… and that’ not far wrong! Think whether you would be happy with set dining times or prefer to eat whenever you want, this might help to narrow down your options at least.
5. Keeping busy on board
One of the best things about cruise ships is the range of activities on board. There’s plenty of opportunities to try something new, and if you decide you don’t like it, you can go and find something else just around the corner! “It depends on the age and choices of each customer, if it’s a family with small children then look towards Norwegian/MSC/Disney and Royal Caribbean whose ships are family-focused and have lots of fun things on board including ice skating, rock climbing and water parks to name a few.
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